BERTH CONTROL                233
earth at the time of the Eoman Empire was 54,000,000 and by the 15th century the population of Europe had reached about the same figure. In the year 1800, the population of Europe was about 170,000,000, and in 1900 their descendants, at home and in America and elsewhere, numbered over 500,000,000. No country of which we have reliable statistics at different times shows an actual falling off, except from emigration, unless it is from temporary causes like a great war or pestilence.
After making all due allowances for reasonable variation in the probable correctness of these figures, it is- evident that unrestricted human breeding cannot go on indefinitely. As pestilence, which in more primitive times used to sweep off whole sections of population, has been conquered by science; and as those who have evolved intellectually and morally above the claw-and-fang state of mind hope eventually for the elimination of war as a solution of human problems, it should be conclusive that a prolific birth-rate is no longer a biologic necessity for preserving the race, as it was under earlier hazardous conditions.